CHAPTER IX.

The organisation of Scientific and Technical Services
and the provision lor Research Work in India and
Abroad.

112. In the course of our tours we visited the Forest Kesearch Institute
at  Dehra   Dun,   the   Agricultural   Keseaxch
Existing position of research   institute   at Pusa and the Indian Institute of
work in India.             0 .              ^        ,         _        .     .            ,   ,
Science at Bangalore.    We also inspected the
laboratories and equipment for research work in the Agricultural Colleges
at Cawnpore, Nagpur, Coimbatore and Lyallpur. Further we made a
special point of ascertaining what facilities existed under the Education
Department in schools or colleges, under other departments of Govern-
ment or privately, for research work, which would in any way promote
the industrial development of the country. We also took occasion to
enquire to what extent useful work has been done for India by the
Imperial Institute, and to what extent it was considered desirable to refer
problems to scientific men at home.
We were impressed by the value of the work which has already been
done in the organised laboratories, and by the absolutely unanimous
opinion which was expressed by all scientific officers as to the inadequacy
of the staffs in point of numbers. Everywhere we were brought face to
face with unsolved problems, requiring scientific investigation on an
extended scale. On the one side, we saw the results accomplished by
enthusiastic scientists, which, regarded from the purely economic aspect
of the question, have added enormously to the productive capacity of
India ; on the other side, we were told by forest officers, agriculturists
and indigo planters, engineers and manufacturers of the limitations
placed upon the development of their work and the frequency with
which they were brought to a standstill by a lack of knowledge regarding
matters which could only be ascertained by systematic research work.
Such success as has been attained by the Institutes at Pusa, Dehra Dun
and Bangalore should not be gauged solely by its pecuniary returns, as
the experts employed have had their attention directed to specific prob-
lems urgently calling for solution, and those which were likely to yield
immediate results have naturally been taken up first.
We do not propose to deal with the general problems of pure scientific
research ; but in relation thereto, attention should be forcibly drawn to
the striking success obtained by those officers in Government depart-
ments whose position has enabled them to specialise in their work.
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